RSPH Diploma in APT 
Portfolio – Witness Statement
Please describe using reasonable detail your observations of the candidate’s performance in relation to the task undertaken.
	Unit Number: 
	Candidate name (being witnessed)
Alex Bowser
	Date: 24.11.17


	Title of Task / Activity being witnessed: Presentation to Level 3 Diploma course


	Number of times the candidate was observed by the witness: 1 - 3  (    3 - 5 (     5+ (


	Description of activity that was witnessed:
As part of the training for the current cohort of RSPH Level 3 Diploma students Alex had agreed to come to the assessor meet and greet day and talk about her own experience of practical external assessment.

Alex presented a short and informative talk to the group of 35 students and also to the 10 RSPH external assessors present. She then stayed for the day and took part in table discussions where the level 3 students could ask her questions directly regarding her experience of the Level 3 Diploma and the assessment process. 

Alex had written a detailed account of her experience to present to the group which included a personal introduction – she talked through her assessment day from introducing the assessor to the department, her assessment in the post mortem suite and visiting of the deceased by the bereaved.
How well did the candidate perform the task(s)?
I was aware that Alex was slightly nervous before being introduced to the group however, she came across as very friendly and warm during the introduction immediately making a good connection with the audience who listened intently. 

She gave an extremely good account of her assessment experience which the group were pleased with as this was a first-hand account from another student who had previously been through the assessment process which I was told calmed their nerves in the lead up to their own assessments.

Alex appeared confident, was clear and used humour to break the ice and make the group comfortable. This ensured the students were able to ask questions and participate in further discussion regarding the assessment process. 

The table discussions were excellent – Alex was able to answer questions posed by the students confidently and all students have since informed me they are now more confident with the process due to listing to Alex and others participating in the day.
Were there any issues, if so, did the candidate resolve them? 
Apart from some initial nerves there were no issues – Alex became extremely confident quite quickly and was able to interact with the group in a natural and friendly way whilst remaining extremely professional throughout.
General comments or further recommendations: 
This was an extremely large group of students and assessors to present to – with having nearly 50 people in the room I was extremely impressed at how well Alex delivered her talk and how well she interacted with the students during the table discussions. 

My only recommendation would be to keep presenting to groups of people as plenty of practice helps with nerves and helps to keep the enthusiasm and passion, she has for sharing knowledge relating to the role of an APT.

The AAPT are looking for short extract submissions for case studies to present at National AAPT conference this year – I would recommend that Alex looks into submitting either this piece of work to share with a larger group of whom I know it will benefit or look at another case study to present as I know she will engage the audience extremely well.
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